
 

   

 

 

09:00 – 09:30 Welcome Coffee 

09:30 – 09:45  
 

Welcome and Introduction 
Daniela Schwarzer, Member of the Board, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

09:45 – 10:45  Democracy in Times of Disinformation  

Chair: Dominik Hierlemann, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Julie Owono, Internet Sans Frontières, France 

Michael Meyer-Resende, Democracy Reporting International, Germany 

Yvonne Chua, University of the Philippines, Philippines  

Cathleen Berger, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

10:45 – 11:30 Democracy Implications: Spotlight on the U.S Elections 

Chair: Anthony Silberfeld, Bertelsmann Foundation North America, USA 

David Becker, Center for Election Innovation & Research, USA  

Renée DiResta, Author, USA 

11:30 – 12:00  Coffee Break 

12:00 – 13:00  Breakout Sessions Part 1: Addressing Challenges, Finding Solutions  

(1) The Fourth Estate: How Journalism can help rebuild Trust in Democracy 

Chair: Elisabeth Niejahr, Hertie Stiftung, Germany 

Olaya Argüeso Perez, Correctiv, Germany  

Odanga Madung, odipo dev, Kenya 

(2) Shrinking Spaces: Why an active Civil Society is more important than ever 

Chair : Alejandro Segarra, Asociación por los Derechos Civiles, Argentina 

Dalma Dojcsák, Hungarian Civil Liberties Union, Hungary 

Heloisa Maria Machado Massaro, Internet Lab, Brazil 

(3) Doing Democracy: Is Citizen Participation the Key to revitalizing 
Democracy?  

Chair: Angela Jain, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Wawrzyniec Smoczyński, New Community Foundation, Poland  

Dominik Hierlemann, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 

  



  

 

 

14:00 – 15:00  Breakout Sessions Part 2: Addressing Challenges, Finding Solutions  

(1) State Responses: Governmental Approaches to fighting Disinformation 

Chair: Finn Heinrich, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Mikael Tofvesson, Swedish Psychological Defense Agency, Sweden 

Hanna Müller, Federal Ministry of Interior, Germany 

(2) Going Global: Is International Cooperation the Key to the global 
Information Crisis? 

Chair: Joachim Rother, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Nishant Shah, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

Syed Nazakat, DataLEADS, India 

(3) Tech for Democracy: How can we leverage Technology's Role and how to 
regulate properly 

Chair: Charlotte Freihse, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Martin Hullin, Bertelsmann Stiftung, Germany 

Eduardo Ceccotti, Chequeado, Argentina 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

15:30 – 16:00 Democracy Spotlights: Learning From the Best 

Dalma Dojcsák, Hungarian Civil Liberties Union, Hungary 

Isabel Hou, g0v Jothon, Taiwan 

Eduardo Ceccotti, Chequeado, Argentina 

16:00 – 16:45 The Path Ahead: Strategies for lively and resilient Democracies 

Daniela Schwarzer, Member of the Board, Bertelsmann Stiftung, 
Germany 

in conversation with  

Anna Lührmann, State Minister for Europe and Climate in the Federal 

Foreign Office, Germany 

16:45 – 17:00 Wrap-Up 

  

Following the conference, all participants are invited  

to a reception on the rooftop terrace. 

 


